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of the 
SEVENTY-SECOND ANNUAL CONVENTION 
of the 
DEPARTMENT oF Massacuuserrs Woman’s RELIEF Corrs 
AUXILIARY TO THE GRraNnp ARMY OF THE RepusLic, INc. 


MONDAY MORNING SESSION 
April 16, 1951 


the Department of Massa- 
to the Grand Army of the 
Boston, Massachusetts, 


HE Seventy-Second Annual Convention of 
Re chusetts, Woman’s Relief Corps, Auxiliary 
at Public, Inc., convened in the Hotel Kenmore, 

10:40 A.M., Monday, April 16, 1951. a 

The Department Senior Aide, Veronica B. Heintz, called the assem! y 
to order and instructed the Conductors and Color Bearers to epaee ane 
escort the Department President, Florence M. Bruce and her ; ae 
the platform. The officers were received and given the officia s za t 

Mrs. Bruce introduced her official family to the Convention, 9 
were saluted and seated on the platform. The Senior Aide, Neto s 
eintz, presented each Department Officer with a gift of appreciatio 
from the Department President. 

Convention Color Bearers and Conductors retired and presented the 
following Past Department Presidents: Annie Poole Atwood, Flora S. 
Chapin, Ella F. Long, Mabelle H. Smith, Bertha W. Walker, Annie B. 
Howard, Isa. P. Martin, Mabel G. Lambert, Lucille V. Rand, Bertha P. 
Graham, Abbie E. Allen, Lillian M. Temple, Veronica B. Heintz, Mary 
Crocker, Annette Burke. They were saluted and seated upon the platform. 

Color Bearers and Courtesy Committee retired and presented Past 
National President Laura I. Smith and Past National Inspector Lucille V. 
Rand. They were officially welcomed and escorted to a seat upon the 
platform. 

Color Bearers and Chairman of the Cow i 
Graham, retired and escorted in the De rtesy Committee, Bertha P. 

ed : ; J partment President of New 

Hampshire, Mrs. Adriene Judkins and Past Department President of New 
tigers al ie ee ma National Junior Vice President Miss Edith 
Paul; National Junior ice President, Miss Grace Watson: De arenent 
President of Rhode Island, Rena Wade; Department Junior Vice Presi- 
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dent of Rhode Island, Mrs. Coughlin; Past Department Patriotic Instruc- 
tor of Rhode Island, Jane Powell. 
The Department Chaplain, Alice Hatch, invoked the Divine Blessing 


and the Pledge of Allegiance was given, led by President Florence M. 
Bruce, followed by singing of “America”. 


ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS AND 
DEPARTMENT PRESIDENTS 


President .................. ane 
Senior Vice-President ... 
Junior Vice-President .... 


Florence M. Bruce 
Mary DeBettencourt 
. Blanche L. Roote 


Secretary .... Bertha W. Walker 
Treasurer - sesssneveaeasenes Annette Burke 
Chaplain saccaccesiccssescauec wu... Alice Hatch 
MSPECKON sires. sectenensee'eee ’ Mabel G. Lambert 
Counselor ..... 


Annie B, Howard 

.. Mary Crocker 
Dorothy A. Morris 
Gladys Robidoux 
Veronica B. Lieintz 


Field Officer ....0.0.0.0..000... 
Patriotic Instructor 

Press Correspondent 
Senior Aide .. 


EXECUTIVE Boarp 


Hazel C. Willard, Chairman 


Iva M. Nas} 
Mabel Sherman aS 


Ethel L.. Crafts 
Pearl Bowen 


Past DepakTMENT PRESIDENTS 


Laura I. Smith 
Annie Poole Atwood 
Flora S. Chapin 
Ella F. Long 
Mabelle H. Smith 
Bertha W. Walker 
Annie B. Howard 
Isa P. Martin 


Mabel G. Lambert 
Lucille V. Rand 
Bertha P. Graham 
Abbie E. Allen 
Lillian M. Temple 
Veronica B. Heintz 
Mary Crocker 
Annette Burke 
Convention Appointments 


Assistant Secretary—Lillian M. Temple, Corps 105, Past Department 
President. 


Courtesy Committee—Bertha P. Graham, Chairman, and all Past Depart- 
ment President. 


Platform Aides—Teresa Callahan Corps 25, Charlotte Delorey Corps 25. 


DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS, W. R. C. 5 


Lillian LaMarsh Corps 388, Leila Sullivan Corps 5, Mary Mac Ray 

Corps 88. q 
Color Bearers—Inez Kimball, Corps 88, Viola Day, Corps 105, Rosalie 

Cook 102, May Chaisson 157, Flora Jacobs 126, Lois Howard 175, 

Marion Barry 59, Lucinda Webber 130. 

Chief Conductor—Ethel Andrew, Corps 103. 

Chief Guard—Lena Grimes, Corps 77. 

Musician—Eleanor Dunleavy, Corps 159. 

Credentials—Bertha W. Walker, Secretary Chairman 

Banquet—Amnette Burke, Department Treasurer 

Telegrams and Messages—Mary Pearsall, Corps 75 

Soloist—Margaret Ward, Corps 106 

Committee on Address of Department President—Annie Poole Atwood, 

Chairman, Corps 136; Lucy Bradbury, Corps 52; Grace Newell, 

Corps 11 
Committee on Treasurer's Report—Flora $. Chapin, Chairman, Corps 11; 

Nellie Anderson, Corps 11; Lena Grimes, Corps 77 : 
Guest Book—Lillian LaMarsh 38, Alice Cleveland 166, Lucietta Pierce 

102 
Hostess to National President—Annie Poole Atwood, Past National 

President 
Convention Nurse—Grace Pearson, Corps 153 
Committee on Delegates and Alternates to National Convention—Mary C. 

DeBettencourt, Chairman 

Department Senior Vice President, Mary C. DeBettencourt, then as- 
sumed the chair and the Department President read her address. 

In the process of moving Headquarters in June, the envelopes con- 
taining the President’s Address and reports of other Officers, and the 
Committee reports was lost. The following is as near as possible, a copy 
of the President’s Address. 


DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS 


Members of the Seventy-Second Annual Convention, Department of 
Massachusetts Woman’s Relief Corps, Inc.: 

We have come to the parting of the ways. One year ago, when you 
placed in my hands your highest gift, and honored me with the Presi- 
dency of the “Mother Department”, of the Woman’s Relief Corps, I was 
fully aware of the great honor, also the great responsibility and only the 
feeling, that I would have the loyal support, of the members of our be- 
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loved Order and the benefit of the wisdom, of the grand and noble women 
who had preceded me, gave me the courage to enter upon my duties, and 
today I submit the report of my year’s work’ for your inspection. The 
labor of the twelve months which have passed into history, has bec 

of deepest devotion to our beloved order. , eer 

In striving to make this year as successful as those which have passed 
I appreciate the assistance given by every member of our Order anil 
while I hoped to accomplish more, we should remember the Dep: rt — 
President is only human and cannot do all she would like to do ——- 

I have visited many Corps, that I felt needed a ana RB 
that although far away ron Headquarters, they aeaal oe ee 
we are always in touch with them. I traveled Jong distanees se i 
plish this, and the reward was worthy the effort. Finding th cee 
earnest work was being done for all World War Vétérans ; a chose 
in need. SORDEN TEHOSS 

To me, the year is one never to be forgotten and the pleasure and 
Lee gained from the associations with which I came in contact 

My day at Headquarters was on Wednesday. The days spent there 
were happy ones. I was given assistance and encouragement by tl oe 
with whom I[ came in contact, whose love and best efforts were iv Qo 
at all times. As the years go on, the work will increase, but in the laa 
as in the past, the united efforts of our loyal and true membership will 
go on. 
Let’s walk always together 
And join hands on the way 
In any kind of weather ~ 
Friendship will brighten the day 
Let’s hope and pray together . 

And keep working side by side 
That peace may reign through the world 
And ever more abide. 

To the old and new members of this Convention, I bid a heart | 
come. I hope the new members who are with us for the first fee eal 
enjoy these sessions and the knowledge gained of our work, will i ae 
you too, in due time, to take up where we leave off. , me RiEe 

To our shut-ins, and those in sorrow, our love and best wishes goes 
out at this time. : io 

How little it costs 

If we give it a thought 

O make happy some heart each day 
Just one kind word, or a tender smile 
‘As we go one our daily way. 
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Grand Army of the Republic — It is with deepest sorrow that during 
my year as Department President, we lost our National Commander in 
Chief, Theodore A. Penland. I was privileged to meet him at the National 
Convention in Los Angeles, California. He seemed so well, enjoying, with 
us, each and every session he was able to attend. Two weeks after Na- 
tional Convention, God called him Home. 

I offer Recommendation No. 1: 

_ .That the printed journal of this Convention contain a Memorial Page 
in his Memory. 

Soldier rest: thy warfare O’er, 

Dream of fight field no more: 

Sleep the sleep, that knows no breaking, 

Mourn of toil, nor nights waking. 

When the report of the Department Chaplain is read, you will hear 
of the work done by the Corps, on this, the day of Memory. The beautiful 
custom of many years given to the decoration of the graves of our be- 
loved Grand Army of the Republic and our own loved ones. 

Let sobs be hushed, let tears be dried 

And hearts from sorrow cease, 

As we mark each mound, with Stars and Stripes 
And flowers of peace. 

It was my privilege to place wreathes on the resting places of our 
three pioneer members, Sarah E. Fuller, E. Florence Barker and Eliza- 
beth A. Turner, past National Presidents, at Forestdale Cemetery, Mal- 
den, Mass. I was also honored by placing a wreathe on the grave of our 
poceetayy Emeritus, Mary E. Elliot, in Woodlawn Cemetery, Everett, 

ass. 

Sadness has come to our Department this year, in the death of our 
well loved Past Department President, May Guyot, also in the death of 
our Department Director of Junior Clubs, Hattie L. Kean, of Woburn, a 
faithful and devoted member of the Order. Sympathy is extended to the 
families and friends of our departed members. 

Recommendation No. 2. 

That the Department Journal conta: 
Past Department President, R. May 
inserted therein. 

Somewhere back of the sunset 
Where the loveliness never dies, 
They dwell, in a land of glory, 
With joy in their lifted eye. 


in a Memorial page in tribute to 
Guyot, and that her picture be 
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Condition of Department 


The membership in our Corps has been very good, but not enough 
to offset our losses. Naturally, our losses are due to the oldness of our 
Organization. Many of our older members just can’t carry on. This is 
to be expected. The loss by death will be great of those our beloved 
members. 

I shall miss my association with all who have been so kind to me at 
Headquarters. The sociability and meeting of new acquaintances has 
made things very pleasant. For the convenience of the Department Sec- 
retary and Department Treasurer, I offer Recommendation No. 8. 


That Headquarters continue to be closed to visitors on Monday of 
each week, so that the two above named Officers, may have one unin- 
terrupted session. ‘ 

Because of the expense incurred by Department President in i 

U t : in fu 
her official duties, I offer Recommendation No. 4: ueling 

That the Department President have a monthly allowance of twenty- 
five dollars ($25.00), rendering an itemized account of expenses at 
return the unused balance, or requesting additional funds if necessary. 


Finances 


It is my happy privilege to state that the condition of 
is in excellent condition, and the outlook of the Miemade REP 
encouraging. We lost but one Corps this year. I have had the lence 
of helping keep together, and again put on their feet, two of one oldest 
Corps. I am very proud of both of them. 
The necessity of additional funds, owing to the hi ; 
thing, our sauibela and General Orders Betas tig oe aes 
offer Recommendation No. 5. 
That the compiling of the journals and the printin 
number of journals printed, be left to the diveretian Co) oe ee cae 
incoming Presidents, also that all unnecessary printing matter hounded 
The Department Fair and drawing on the Twenty Dollars ($920 00) 
early in the year — You were asked to assist in both of thes Cae “ts 
in order to increase the funds necessary to help carry on : Eeteaael 
Organization. : 7 ONE BENE 
$143.00 was realized on the $20.00 drawing 
570.56 was realized on the Fair. e 


heaviest expense, 
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I also was happy to turn over to the Department Treasurer $300. real- 
ized on the Grand Ball sponsored by my Corps, Corps 25. I wish to 
thank the Corps that supported me on this occasion. Through the dona- 
tions of the Parker Dyolers, George and Nate, I was also very happy to 
turn over to our Department Treasurer, checks in the sum of $722.15. 
Making a total of $1,735.71 realized on the projects of the year. 

I therefore offer Recommendation No. 6. That the Department hold 
a one day fair, and one other money making project during the year, with 
the Corps assisting. 

To all discouraged Corps: That the Department President visit these 
Corps and help them gain back their confidence in themselves. 


Visitations 


It has been my privilege to attend seven conventions of Patriotic Or- 
ders, 14 Receptions, 10 Anniversaries, 5 Xmas parties, 7 County Asso- 
ciation Meetings and my personal visitations to 56 of our 91 Corps. 

I have installed nine Corps, a guest at five other Installations, Installed 
three County Associations and served as Conductor at Worcester County. 

1 attended the two meetings of the Women’s Patriotic Conferences 
in Boston. I presented a beautiful Colonial bouquet to the Governor’s 
sister, Miss Marie Dever, at the Governor's Reception on February 22. I 
also attended the Conference at Faneuil Hall, February 28 and May Day 
on the Boston Common on May Ist, 1950. 


Woman's Relief Corps Day 


We observed our Annual Relief Corps day on July 26, igo i 
Headquarters Aides were in charge. I wish at this time to thank my 
own Corps for the hospitality of the day. A chicken salad luncheon was 
served. Each Past Department President was a guest of Corps 25. Iam 
sure that those who attended this Relief Corps day session, were well 
repaid by this wonderful work. Department Inspector, Past Department 
President Mrs. Mabel Lambert had charge of this most inspiring evening. 


To My Corps, Corps No. 25 


Many thanks for the wonderful reception given me on this occasion. 
Thanks again to the many Corps for their beautiful gifts and kind thoughts 
on this, my night of nights. 


Department Relief 


As has been said before by my predecessors, this is the most important 
part of our Organization, and, while we have assisted financially those 
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who required it, still much more has been done by the kind word or act 
given those who hungered for sympathy in the hour of sickness or trouble. 
Many homes have had the sunshine taken to them, whose shut ins were 
reminded by the fruit and flowers and words of love, that, though absent 
they were of us, and not forgotten by their sister members of the 
Woman’s Relief Corps. The faithful guidance of Rhoda Tolman, and 
this wonderful Committee, is an outstanding proof of what we mean 
when we say, “The loyal women of the Woman's Relief Corps”. I wish 
to thank Rhoda and her Committee for the gift given me at the National 
Convention, 


Friendly Relations 


My sincere thanks to Mrs. Inez Kimball for the outstanding work 
done by her and her Committee. Also for the hard work done by Inez 
as Treasurer of this Committee. The Friendly Relations Committee this 
year, has been very commendable. 2 


Headquarters Aides 


Thanks to Effie Comstock for taking over, and doing the work that 
done on this Committee. I also want to thank all who served on this 
Committee. 


Patriotic Aides 


Under the leadership of Elinor Dunleavy, I feel we have much to 
feel proud of. The results of her year, as your Department Chairman, 
will be seen at our Campfire and Reception on Tuesday evening. Thanks, 
Elinor. 

Flower and Gift Committee 

-Lois Howard, Chairman of this Committee, has shown what fraternity 
and cooperation means to the W. R. C. I cannot express too deeply the 
work that Lois and her Committee have done. She has provided me at 


all times with gifts for my visitations. Lois thank you from the bottom 
of my heart. 


Legislative Committee 


Lucy Murray, Chairman of this Committee, has been very helpful to 
me on various occasions. Thanks, Lucy. ‘ 


Fraternal Committee 


This Committee, under the leadership of Gertrude Riel, has been faith- 
ful to each and everything that she has been called upon to do. 


NATIONAL 


CONVENTION 


WOMAN'S RELIEF 


CORPS 


LOS ANGLES 
CALIFORNIA 


1950 


KEEP pp py YING 


MASSACHUSETTS 
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Gertrude, many thanks! 
Americanization Committee 


The duties of this Committee has been in the capable hands of Alice 
Cleveland, who has well fulfilled the duties of that Committee. 


Radio Committee 


The work of this Committee is a hard one. But Mary Pearsal has been 
very active on WLAW once a week. Thanks, Mary. 


Printing Committee 


What is there left for me to say to this hard working Committee? 
Viola Day, as Chairman, has been one of the hardest working Chairmen 
we have. When her report is read, you will see what I mean by a hard 
working group. Many thanks, Viola. 


Pioneers 


Under the guidance of Bertha Walker, this group of women have again 
proven, that the pioneers are still one of the outstanding highlights of 
the W. R. C. 

My association with the other four members of the Grand Army fam- 
ily, has been indeed, one of the highlights of my year as Department 
President. We have been very close this year and I hope that as time 
goes on, we can again become more closer. 


Inspections 


Past Department President, Mabel Lambert, was appointed by me, 
as your Department Inspector. Her duties have been, as usual, well done. 
Always helpful wherever she has been, and, also when ever she has 
been asked to assist in duties other than her own. I have traveled with 
the inspectors on several occasions. I hope the Corps have been helped 
this year at their inspections. That each inspector, has been able in her 
own way to be of service to you. That the Corps may gain some knowl- 
edge to help them at Inspection. I offer Recommendation No. 7. 

That a school of instruction and one of exemplification be held before 
inspections are started. 

Recommendation No. 8. That the Department Inspector send out to 
all assistant Inspectors, who are not Department Officers, a roster. 


National Convention 


On August 30, 1950, six delegates left for Lost Angeles, Calif. to attend 
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the National Convention of the Woman’s Relief Corps. Four by train 
and two by bus. We arrived in Los Angeles, very tired and weary ladies. 
We arrived Monday morning. Registered and freshened up a bit and 
dressed to make the first session. The Banquet was held at 7 P.M. in 
the Biltmore Bowl, which was highlighted by the attendance of Movie 
Stars and State Speakers. I attended all of the breakfasts, dinners and 
luncheons. I presented the name of Lucille Rand for the Presidential 
election. Then I withdrew it until a future date. Owing to illness, she 
was unable to be there. I attended many of the activities. I enjoyed 
this Convention very much. And I have brought before the Corps, many 
of the Recommendations adopted at this session. I wish to thank the 
Department of Massachusetts for sending me as their representative. 


Conclusion 


I should be negligent in the performance of my duty, if, I failed to 
tender to my associate officers, my thanks for the many acts 6f kindness 
and courtesy, and the unfailing promptitude with which they fulfilled 
every requirement of their positions. 

Words but poorly express my gratitude for the counsel and support 
by my Department Counsellor, Annie Howard. Faithful in season and 
out of season, she has earned and deserved my heartfelt thanks. 

To my faithful and conscientious Secretary, Bertha Walker, a full 
measure of recognition for any success this administration has earned, 
is due. 

To my earmest and painstaking Treasurer, Annette Barks, ise & Hull 
measure of recognition for her loyalty and hard work, always kind and 
thoughtful. 

To Alice Hatch, Department Chaplain, who at all times had a gentle 
word for those in sorrow. 

To Mabel Lambert. Department Inspector for the valuable services 
rendered our order and the thorough business-like manner in which you 
have exemplified our work. 

To my Senior Aide: Thanks, Veronica, for the wonderful words and 
support you gave me. 

To Mary Crocker, Department Field Officer, for all you have done 
for this office. Also the kind assistance you have always been so ready 
and willing to give men. 

To our Senior and Junior Vice Presidents: May your years be as kind 
to you as mine have been to me. 

To my Department Press Correspondent. Gladys Robideau. Words 
fail me when I wish to express what you have been to me this year. Com- 
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panion, and always ready to go on a moment's notice. No Department 
President has ever had a more true and beloved friend. To you Gladys, 
all my love and good wishes for the future. 

To my Department Patriotic Instructor, Dorothy Morris. Your work 
has been well done and I am sure that we all appreciate the time and 
effort you have put into this office. 

A more faithful Executive Board has never been found in any admin- 
istration and by the report given, you will see their duties have been most 
excellently performed. 

I deeply appreciate the honors that have come to me during the year, 
and none more so than that it was by your action when one year ago, 
I became your President. To the young, hope is always present, to the 
old is memory, and when turning the pages of memorys book, none will 
be brighter than the record of the work and pleasant associations of this 
wonderful year. As a result of our labors, let us hope our dear old De- 
partment will continue foremost in upholding the principles of Fraternity, 
Charity and Loyalty. 

Respectfully submitted in F. C. & L., 
FLORENCE M. Bruce, 
Department President 


Color Bearers and Chairman of the Courtesy Committee, Bertha P. 
Graham, retired and escorted in the National President Mrs. Eula Nelson 
and the Past National President, Annie Poole Atwood, they were officially 
presented to the Convention, saluted and seated on the platform. 

At the conclusion of the Department President’s Address, the Senior 
Vice-President, Mary C. DeBettencourt said, “This fine report will be 
referred to the Committee on the Address of the Department President.” 
Mrs. DeBettencourt then presented Florence Bruce, Department Presi- 
dent, a purse of money from her official family. Mrs. Bruce thanked her 
official family in a gracious manner. 

Theresa Callahan, Senior Vice-President of Corps 25, Waltham, pre- 
sented Mrs. Bruce a basket of flowers from her Corps, also an Orchid 
from her husband, Mr. Bruce. Gladys Robidoux, Corps 25, presented 
Mrs. Bruce an overnight case from her Corps. 

At this time our National President, Eula Nelson, brought the greetings 
of the National Woman’s Relief Corps. 


MEMORIAL SERVICE 


Conducted by Department Chaplain Alice Hatch, this service is held 
to pay tribute to our departed members. 


Invocation by Department Chaplain, Alice Hatch. 
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Soloist Margaret Ward, accompanied by Eleanor Dunleavy, rendered 
“Holy God We Praise Thy Name.” 

Tribute to the memory of Past Department President, R. May Guyot, 
was paid by Emma McCretton, Secretary of Corps 45, Attleboro, of which 
Mrs. Guyot was a member. 

Mrs. Guyot passed away August 5, 1950 and was buried on her birth- 
day August 7, 1950. 

Flowers were placed in tribute to Corps members, who had gone this 
past year. 

Members of Corps 25, 42, 46, 109, 126, 157 and 175. 

Solo “Abide with Me”, by soloist Margaret Ward and Prayer by De- 
partment Chaplain, Alice Hatch, closed the Memorial Service. 

Motion by Mrs. Annie Howard, seconded by several, we adjourn, mo- 
tion carried. Adjourned at 12:10 to reconvene at 2:00. 


MONDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 
Bosron, Mass., Aprit 16, 1951 


The Convention was called to order by Department President Flor- 
ence Bruce at 2:30 P.M. 

The Department Chaplain Alice Hatch led in repeating The Lord’s 
Prayer, followed by the Allegiance to the Flag. 

Department President instructed the Chief Guard to secure the door 
and admit none without the password. Conductors were instructed to 
take the password and the collection. 

Color Bearers, and Chairman of the Courtesy Committee, Bertha Gra- 
ham and the Past Department Presidents retired and escorted in Greeting 
Committees. They were escorted to the platform and introduced as 
follows: 

Crace A. Gordon, Past Department President, Ladies of the G.A.R. 

Isabelle Miller, Past Department President, Ladies of the G.A.R. 

William C. Rule, Department Commander, Sons of Union Veterans. 

William Crocker, Past Department Commander, Sons of Union 

Veterans 

Leon Palmer, Department Secretary, Sons of Union Veterans. 

N. Harding Hale, Past Commander in Chief, Sons of Union Veterans 

of the Civil War. 

Mabelle C. Couillard, Past Department President, Daughter of Union 

Veterans of the Civil War. 
Josephine Bates, Department President, Auxiliary to Sons of Union 
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Veterans. 

Gussie Dunleavy, Department Treasurer, Auxiliary to Sons of Union 
Veterans. 


Nellie Nelson, Past President, Auxiliary 17, Sons of Union Veterans. 
Mary Brennan, President of District 16, representing her Department 
President, Clara O'Neil, Auxiliary of Veterans of Foreign Wars of 
Mass. 
Charlotte F. Harsfield, Chief of Staff, Department of Massachusetts 
Ladies Auxiliary, Jewish War Veterans of the United States. 
Ella C. Cavanagh, Massachusetts Chapter 1, Widows of World War I, 
a four year old organization. 
Ruth Johansen, Department President of Amvets Auxiliary. 
Melnea A. Cass, Department Secretary, United War Mothers of 
America, representing her Department President, Susan Murphy. 
Eleanore N. Tymchuk, Department President, Auxiliary, United 
Spanish War Veterans. 
Agnes Boles, Junior Vice-President, Department of Massachusetts, 
Army and Navy Union. 
Fach representative was called upon to speak and presented our De- 
partment President with gifts and best wishes. 
Mrs. Annie Poole Atwood, Past National President, responded to our 
guests. 
Report of Credential Committee showed 251 entitled to vote. A mo- 
tion was made by Bertha W. Walker, seconded by Lucille V. Rand, that 
we proceed to the election of officers. Motion was carried. 


Report of Department Treasurer, Annette Burke. 


Report of Department Treasurer 
SUMMARY FOR YEAR ENDING MARCH 31, 1951 


Balance on hand March 31, 1950 .......... a inca reR I te DTG TER $ 2,207.17 
Receipts from all sources during year 1951 ... te 6,234.00 
Total receipts. 0... cred egorsnonchamenteerne .. $ 8,441.17 
Cash on hand March 81, 1951 .............. : $ 121.98 
Cash in First National Bank, Boston 2,447.69 $ 2,569.67 
Cash in Mary Jones Patriotic Fund bi serizcauie: 229.31 
Cash in Permanent Hospital Fund : fi 5 894.01 
Cashin Scholarships Pad ssssccscscminsarssseernnenroienrcencnnevensonntins 252.43 
Cash Invested in Defense Bond . © 370.00 
$ 4,315.42 


M. ANNETTE Burke, Department Treasurer 
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Woman's RELIEF Corps 
DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS 
STATEMENT OF CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 
FOR THE YEAR Enpinc Marcu 81, 1951 


Casu BaLance Marcu 31, 1950, as per previous report: 


Cash and checks on hand ..... $ 315.33 
First National Bank of Boston 1,881.84 $2,207.17 $2,207.17 
OrHeER Funps 
Mary Jones Patriotic Fund 224.79 
Permanent Hospital Fund .... 885.14 
Scholarship Fund , 249,93 
U. S. Defense Bond — 
(Face $500.00) — cost 370.00 
; $3,937.03 
App: Cash Receipts for Year Ended 
March 81, 1951, as shown by 
Treasurer’s detailed report $6,234.00 
: $8,441.17 
Depucr: Cash Disbursements for Year 
Ended March 81, 1951 as shown by 
Treasurer’s detailed report .. : 5,871.50 
Casu BaLance Marcu 81, 1951 
Cash and Checks on hand $ 121.98 
First National Bank of Boston 2.447.69 $2,569.67 $2,569.67 
OTHER FuNps 
Mary Jones Patriotic Fund $ 229.31 
Permanent Hospital Fund ; 894.01 
Scholarship Fund ......... 252.43 
U. S\ Defense Bond (Face $500.00) Cost 370.00 
$4,315.42 


Respectfully submitted, 
Louis E. Densmore, 
Certified Public Accountant. 

This report was referred to the Committee on the Treasurer’s Report. 
Flora Chapin, Corps 11, Chairman; Nellie Anderson, Corps 11; Lena 
Grimes, Corps 77. 

The President appointed as Tellers — Fanny Engman, Corps 88: 
Rose Day, Corps 75; Annie Gaddis, Corps 126; Lottie Dinsmore, Corps 106. 
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Nominations for Department President 


Mrs. Bruce was nominatetd, but declined graciously. 

Mrs. Jane Boyd of Corps 184, Oak Bluffs, nominated Mrs. Mary G. 
DeBettencourt of Corps 134, seconded by Corps 134, Christina Stockman, 
Corps 106,, Corps 11, Corps 88, and others. Hearing no further nomina- 
tions, a motion by Veronica B. Heintz seconded by several, that the 
Secretary be instructed to cast one ballot bearing the name of Mary C. 
DeBettencourt for Department President. Mrs. Boyd presented Mrs. 
DeBettencourt who spoke briefly pledging her very best efforts in her 
line of duty. 


Nominations for Department Senior Vice-President 


Mrs. Lucille V. Rand, Corps 11, Past National Inspector, nominated 
Mrs. Blanche Roote of Corps 155, seconded by Corps 155, 107, 71, 11, 180, 
105, 14, Mrs. Temple and others. Motion by Nellie Anderson, Corps 11, 
seconded by several, as there were no further nominations, that the secre- 
tary cast one ballot bearing the name of Mrs. Blanche Roote for Depart- 
ment Senior Vice-President. The Secretary cast the ballot and Mrs. Roote 
was declared unanimously elected. Mrs. Rand presented Mrs. Roote, 
who thanked the Convention and said she would do her very best as she 
had in the past. 


Nomination for Department Junior Vice-President 


Mrs. Mary Crocker, Past Department President, Corps 88, nominated 
Mrs. Dorothy Morris, seconded by Annette Burke, Mabelle Smith, Corps 
59, 105, 88, 157, 14, 155, 25, 11, 46, 75. Motion by Nellie Anderson sec- 
onded by several, as there were no further nominations that the Secretary 
be instructed to cast one ballot for Mrs. Morris. Secretary cast the ballot 
and Mrs. Morris was unanimously elected. Mrs. Crocker presented 
Mrs. Morris, she thanked Mrs. Crocker and the Convention for the honor 
conferred on her. 


Nomination for Department Treasurer 


Mrs. Isa P. Martin, Past Department President, nominated Mrs. 
Annette Burke, Corps 123, seconded by Veronica Heintz, Mabel Lam- 
bert, and Corps 88, 105, 123, 175. As there were no further nominations 
a motion was made by Veronica Heintz, seconded by Caroline Nason 
that the Secretary be instructed to cast one ballot bearing the name of 
Annette Burke. The Secretary cast the ballot and Mrs. Burke was unani- 
mously elected. She was presented to the Convention by Mrs. Martin. 
Mrs, Burke thanked the ladies for their vote and said she would be loyal 
to her work. : 
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Nomination for Department Chaplain 


Mrs. Bertha P. Graham, Past Department President, Corps in- 
ated Hazel Willard, Corps 159, eel by Corps 159 aml ete Nee 
Mabel Slattery, Corps 76, nominated Iva Nash, Corps 76, seconded by 
Mabel Lambert and Corps 76. Ballots were distributed and the Conven- 
tion proceeded to ballot. 


National President Mrs. Eula Nelson spoke briefly sayi 
hoped we would show as much enthusiasm the other 364 dare oH as 
today, we need it to meet the challenge for the future, we must build 
for it, she asked each Massachusetts member to bring in one member to 
build up our membership to 6,000. 


The Tellers reported the followed result of the ballot for Chaplain: 
Number of votes cast . ‘ 


Necessary for choice , cmv VIG 
Iva Nash . eas cpiad Setacuseaat . 196 
Hazel Willard ... .. 103 


The Department President declared Iva Nash elected D. | 
. a = nat epartment 
Chaplain, she was presented by Hazel Willard and conpentalated Mrs. 
Nash thanked the Convention for the honor. ; 


Nomination for First Member of Department Executive Board 


Mrs. Chaplin of Corps 22, nominated Mrs. Mabel SI f Corps 
22, seconded by Mrs. Mabel Lawrence of Corps 22. Ee 
Mrs. Ella Long, Past Department President nominated Doris i 
Corps 103, seconded by Annie Atwood, Past National Bos ae 

Bertha Walker, Past Department President. : 

Mrs. Lena Bickford, Corps 102, nominated Belle Whit) 5 F 5 
103, seconded by Lillian M. Temple, Past Department ae tinal 
Mrs. Mabel Lambert, Past Department President nomi P 
Bowen of Corps 14, seconded by Annie B. Howard, P; ig eee 

President. , 


Ballots were passed and the Convention proceeded to ballot 
The tellers reported the following result of the ballot for the first mem- 
ber of the Executive Board: “ 


ast Department 


Number of votes cast 215 

Necessary for choice 108 

Doris Collins winsashs 78 

Mabel Sherman ' , 51 

Pearl Bowen : . AL 

Belle Whitmarsh : 40 
No Choice 
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Mrs. Whitmarsh withdrew her name and ballots were again passed. 

A Communication was read from Mrs. Florence R. Morey, sending 
her regrets: that she was unable to be present because of other engage- 
ments. 

Mrs. Watson, National Junior Vice-President was called upon and 
spoke briefly. 

Mrs. Judkins, Department President of New Hampshire, spoke and 
presented Mrs. Bruce with a gift. 

Mrs. Wade, Department President of Rhode Island, brought the 
greetings of the Department of Rhode Island. 

Mrs. Hicks, Past Department President of New Hampshire, s oke of 
being a member of Corps 27, Cambridge at one time, but that this was 
her first time at a Massachusetts Convention. 

Miss Paul, Past National Junior Vice-President just took a bow. 

The Tellers reported the following result of the second ballot for the 
first member of the Executive Board: 


Number of votes cast ee seve, 220 
Necessary for choice . és won 
Doris Collins Scnaseea hi 144 
Mabel Sherman ...... pecan sath tsk a. §686 
Pearl Bowen .............. instance. LO 
Belle Whitmarsh ................0:0000 ee 3 


Department President declared Doris Collins first member of the 
Executive Board. 

Mrs. Lucille V. Rand, Past National Inspector, read a communica- 
tion from the Mayor of Worcester, also one from the Chamber of Com- 
merce inviting the Woman’s Relief Corps to hold their 1952 Convention 
in their city. 

Mrs. Walker read a letter from the Officials of the Hotel Sheraton stat- 
ing room rates and dates available, also banquet prices, a complimentary 
suite and a room in which to hold the Pioneer meeting, on April 14. 

Mrs. Rand read a letter in reference to having a free Radio appoint- 
ment with station WTAG. 

Mrs. Walker read a letter from the officials of the Hotel Kenmore 
inviting the Woman’s Relief Corps to hold their 1952 Convention again at 
the Kenmore. 

Mrs. Burke spoke, under discussion, saying it will cost us nothing to 
have our Convention in Worcester, Mrs. Lambert said also it cost us noth- 
ing in Springfield but she did not want Lucille to be mad so she made a 
motion that we hold our 1952 Convention on April 15 and 16 in theHotel 
Sheraton in Worcester, seconded by Jean Allen, Veronica Heintz and 
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others. 

Mrs. Rand responded saying that she and Corps 11 would make it a 
happy time for all. 

A motion was made by Mabel Lambert, Past Department President, 
seconded by all that we adjourn and reconvene at 9:30 A.M. Tuesday. 
Motion was carried. Session adjourned at 5:15 P.M. 


TUESDAY MORNING SESSION 
April 17, 1951 


The morning session was called to order by Mrs. Bruce, Department 
President, at 10:15 A.M. and formally opened with a Prayer by the De- 
partment Chaplain, Alice Hatch; the pledge of Allegiance, password and 
collection. 

Assistant Secretary, Lillian M. Temple, Past Department President, 
read a report on Monday’s proceedings and they were accepted as read. 

Motion made by Veronica B. Heintz, Past Department President, 
seconded by Annie B. Howard, Past Department President, that cards 
be sent to all sick Past Department Presidents and Corps members. Mo- 
tion was carried. 


Nomination for Second Member of Department Executive Board 


Mabel Lawrence, Corps 22, nominated Mabel Sherman of Corps 22, 
seconded by Corps 22, Blanche Champlin and others. 

Mary DeBettencourt, Corps 134, nominated Lois Howard of Corps 
175, seconded by Corps 175, 42, and 25. 

The Credential Committee reported sixteen more than Monday's 251, 
making a total 267. 

A motion made by Mabel Lawrence of Corps 22 and seconded by 
several to accept the number of Monday’s delegates and add the sixteen 
making a total of 267. Motion carried. 

Lillian M. Temple, Past Department President, nominated Mabel 
Bachand of Corps 71, seconded by Corps 71, 155, 105, 75. 

Ballots were passed and Convention proceeded to ballot. 

The Tellers reported the following result of the ballot for Second Mem- 
ber of the Department Executive Board: 


Number of votes cast ae .. 189 
Necessary for choice 8 mmc: 96 
Mabel Sherman ....... ’ ere 105 


Lois Howard 57 
Mabel Bachand p 
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The Department President declared Mabel Sherman of Corps 22 
elected Second Member of the Department Executive Board. 


Excerpts from Report of Department Secretary 


As prviously reported all Convention reports were lost during the 
process of moving. The Secretaries being one of those lost and the passing 
of our beloved Bertha Walker, makes the following all we can report. 

Gained during the year, by Initiation 115, by Transfer 4, by Reinstate- 
ment 4, Total 123. Lost during year, by Death 101, Discharge 45, by 
Dropped for non-payment of dues 106, Total 252. Lost 252, Gained 123, 
Total Loss 129. 


Membership January 1, 1950... ....0-..0e. ee 8297 
Membership January 1, 1951 rantnohaamdar Seae ioe 8168 
Number of Corps January 1, 1950 ...... er 92 


Number of Corps January 1, LOD. accrtmatetcawucsenes 91 
Report accepted on motion made by Past Department President Lu- 
cille V. Rand and seconded by Department Treasurer Annette Burke. 
The Department Chaplain read her report, which was accepted on 
motion made by Nellie Hyde Corps 96 and seconded by Inez Kimball, 

Corps 88. : . 

Corps 42, seconded by Gertrude Riel, Corps 42, Corps 42, and 46. 
Ballots were distributed and the Convention proceeded to ballot. 
The Junior Vice President read her report, which was pag i 

motion made by Violet Beck, Corps 102, and seconded by Inez Kimball, 

ia I tor read her report and recommended that in 
nspector r 

the Gceies ie ancl ened of the Corps exemplifying the ee 

paid by the Department. The motion was carried and recommen ation 

ae ee Past D tment President, Mabel Lambert, sec- 
i e by Past Departmen z i 

ones or ne Tien Presidents Blanche Root, that the Dee i 

over to Corps 159, $20.00 toward defraying there expenses to Waltham 

W. R. C. Day, 1950. The motion was carried. é 
Mrs. Willard, President of Corps 159, accepted in behalf of Corps 159. 
Report of Tellers on Third Member of the Executive Board: 

Number of votes cast 0.00000: 208 


Necessary for a Choice 0.0.0. eee 105 
Mabel Bachand : coanareneiel, AOD 
Pearl Bowen ........00e . Al 
Lois Howard ........ : rinoaieni® (OD 


Ethel Crafts som 188 
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No choice and ballots were again distributed. Mrs. Bachand, Corps 
71, withdrew her name. 


The Department Counselor read her report and on motion made by 
Mabel Weatherby, Corps 129, seconded by Lena Henderson, Corps 21, 
the report was accepted. : 

The Department President announced that we were entitled to six- 
teen delegates and a delegate at large to the National Convention. Would 
members planning to attend please hand in their names to Mary DeBetten- 
court, Chairman of Committee on Delegates and Alternates to National 
Convention. 

The Department Senior Vice President Mary DeBettencourt, moved 
that the usual Testimonial be given the Department President. The mo- 
tion was seconded by the Department Treasurer Annette Burke and 
carried. 

The Chairman of Tellers reported on ballot for Third Member of the 
Executive Board: 


Number of votes cast : v 205 
Necessary for choice : 103 
Ethel Crabts .....-.0::s00s : 92. 
Pearl Bowen : 42, 
Lois Howard . : 71 


No choice. But a motion was made and seconded to accept the vote 
as cast. This motion was carried. 

The Senior Aide read her report, which was accepted on motion made 
by Mary Harris, Corps 145, and seconded by several. 

The Press Correspondent read her report and presented the Depart- 
ment President with a press book and gift. Mrs. Bruce responded 
graciously. 

Reports were read by Department Senior Vice President, Field Officer 
and Director of Junior Clubs. These reports were accepted. 

Report of Committee on President's Report. The motion was made 
by Past Department President Mabelle H. Smith, seconded by Ruth 
Bogan Corps 106, that report be accepted and the Recommendations 
adopted as a whole. Carried. 


Nominations for Third Member of the Executive Board 
Mary DeBettencourt nominated Lois Howard Corps 175, seconded 


by Corps 175, 46 and 155. 


Lillian Temple nominated Mabel Bachand Corps 71, seconded by 
Goldie Nydan Corps 71, 105 and 155. 


Mabel Lambert, Past Department President, nominated Pearl Bowen, 
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Corps 14, seconded by Past Department President Annie B. Howard, 
Corps 14 and 145. 

Mabelle H. Smith, Past Department President, nominated Ethel Crafts, 

Past Department President Mabel Lambert, spoke of the Roster being 
to brief to be of any assistance to the Assistant Inspectors and moved that 
the new ones contain the day, time and place of meetings. After consid- 
erable discussion, the motion was carried. 

A motion made by Inez Kimball, Corps 88, seconded by several that 
we adjourn, to reconvene at 2:00 P.M. was carried. Adjourned at 12:15. 


TUESDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 
April 17, 1951 


Convention reconvened at 2:80 P.M. The Guard was instructed to 
secure the doors and the password was taken by Conductors. 

Rhoda Tolman, Chairman of Relief Committee, read her report and 
on motion made by Lena Bickford, Corps 102, seconded by several, the 
report was accepted. 

Lucietta Pierce, Treasurer of Committee, reported receipts for year 
$253.13, Disbursements $97.75. Balance $155.38, turned over to Depart- 
ment. 

Also reported $380.90 received from Relief and Emergency Commit- 
tees and the report was acepted on motion made by Past Department 
President Annie B. Howard and seconded by Department Treasurer, 
Annette Burke. 

Treasurer of Department Fair reported Receipts $621.99, Disburse- 
ments $61.90, Balance $560.09. Report accepted on motion made by 
Past Department President Isa Martin, seconded by several. 

Chairman of Patriotic Aides read her report. Received from all 
sources $300.27, Disbursements $295.47, leaving a balance of $4.80. She 
presented Mrs. Bruce with a gift, which was graciously received. Motion 
made by Ruth Bogan, Corps 106, seconded by Mae Chaisson, Corps 157, 
the report be accepted. Carried. 

Gertrude Riel, Corps 42, Chairman of Fraternal Committee, reported 
sending out Christmas, Birthday and Easter Cards. Receipts $10.00, 
Disbursements $7.70. Balance $2.30 turned over to Department. This 
reported accepted on motion made by Mabel Lawrence, Corps 22, and 
seconded by several. 

Chairman of Scholarship Committee, reported turned $45.25 into 
Department. It was move by Gertrude Riel, Corps 42, seconded by 
Flora Jacobs, Corps 126, that the report be accepted. Carried. 

Report of Inez Kimball, Chairman of Friendly Relations Committee for 
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Relief Corps. Receipts from five organizations, $584.90, Di 

= f » $084.90, Disb ents 
$521.25. Balance of $63.25, distributed among the five ater, "econ 
mendation: That in the coming year we carry on as in this year, not 
to make money, but just keep it friendly. , 


Motion by Elizabeth Kirchgasner, Corps 88, seconded by Violet Beck, 
Corps 102, report be accepted and recommendation adopted. Carried. 


Report of Chairman of Headquariers read and $14.32 turned into 
Department. Moved by Violet Beck, Corps 102, seconded by Ethel An- 
drew, Corp 103, the report be accepted. Carried. : 

Hazel Willard, Chairman of Department Executive Board, reported 
for the Committee. Financial Report: Iva Nash, $55.00, Mabel Sherman, 
$50.00, Ethel Crafts, $50.00, Pearl Bowen, $50.00 and Hazel Willard, 
$68.00. Total $268.00. This report accepted on motion made by Nellie 
Hyde, Corps 96, and seconded by Flora Jacobs, Corps 126. 

Chairman of Printing Committee reported $83.20 turned in to the De- 
partment and report was accepted. 

Report of Chairman of Radio Committee, read an 

, na : n , rea d accepted on mo- 
nis by Inez Kimball, Corps 88, and seconded by Mae Chassion, 

Chairman of Flower and Gift Committee r ivi 7 

: : ! ee reported rece x $107.00, 
Disbursements $102.00, leaving a balance ox $5.09, which oie banca over 
to Department. Motion made by Loreita Mayer, Corps 88, and sec- 


et Chaplain, Alice Hatch, that the report be accepted 


Past Department President Bertha Graham, Chairm: 
ject receiving $419.56. Disbursements: First rei fai mae 
Corps. Four other Corps turned in the same amount and each received a 
prize. Total disbursements $13.00, leaving a balance of $406 56, which 
was turned over to Department. Moved by Jennie Patt, Corps 126, sec- 
onded by Flora Jacobs, Corps 126, report be accepted. ‘Canted _ 


Secretary Bertha Walker read a letter from a granddaug ff a 
Snowden Hs is training at the Massachusetts Vecuat eee ae 
erence to receiving the Scholarship. Also a letter from Laon Webber 
for her niece Fredrica Lawrence. Miss Lawrence was given the scholar- 
ship of $100.00 last year at the Convention. A motion ‘was made by Isa 
P. Martin, Past Department President and seconded by Lucille Rand 
that the scholarship of $100.00 be given to Mrs. Snowden’s’ granddaughter 
Motion carried. ; one : 


Mrs. Annie Poole Atwood told the convention that she had heard from 
a boy who had received our scholarship and he was very grateful. Mrs. 
Snowden came to the platform and thanked the convention for the Scholar- 
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ship given to her granddaughter. 

Mrs. Webber then asked Mrs. Bruce to read the letter from Miss 
Lawrence who had received the Scholarship last year, which she did. 
Under discussion Mrs. Hyde, Corps 96, asked that the Convention do 
something ior Miss Lawrence. 

A motion made by Mabel Lawrence, Corps 22, and seconded by sev- 
eral that the Convention give Miss Fredrica Lawrence $50.00. Motion 
carried. 

Past Department President Mabel Lambert, Corps 14, spoke of the 
Hospital Committee not functioning and said she thought it should be 
carried on as in past years, she made it a motion and it was seconded by 
‘Annie Howard and Annie Atwood, both Past Department Presidents, 
and others. Motion carried. 

‘A motion was made by Lois Howard, Corps 175, and seconded by 
several that the flowers used at the Convention be sent to the Island for 
sick members there. 

At this time the Department President called for Delegates and Alter- 
nates to National Convention, to be held in Chicago, Illinois, September 
2-6; Mrs. Mary DeBettencourt, Chairman, to take names of Delegates. 


Minutes of Department Council 
SprINGFIELD, APRIL 19, 1950 


artment Council of this Administration 


The first ti f the Dep 
ee ae ae 10.45 by Mrs. Florence M. Bruce, 


was called to order this P.M. 
President. 

All the officers were present except the Department a Depart- 
ment Senior Aide and Department Director of Junior Clubs. 

In the absence or the Department Chaplain, the Lord’s Prayer was 


repeated in unison. 
The President greeted the me 
was sure the year would be a success. 
All the appointed officers expressed 
President for the honor conferred by their 
their loyal support. : 
Mrs. Willard, Chairman, reported that the members of the Executive 
Board had conferred and while they did not pledge any fixed amount to 
earn for the year, they hoped to do as well as in previous years if not 
better. 
Mrs. Burke then turned over the keys of Department Headquarters to 
Mrs. Bruce, the present Department President, saying, I wish you suc- 
cess and trust that your year will be as happy as mine. Mrs. Brice 


mbers and said that with their help she 


ed their thanks to the Department 
appointment and each pledged 
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appropriately responded. 


The Department President announced that Wednesday will be her 
office day at Headquarters. : 

A motion was made by Mrs. Lambert, seconded by all that a ch 

i > , check 
for $10.00 be sent to the Hotel Kimball to be divided between the men 
who set up the ballroom tor the Convention and assisted in many other 
ways. Motion carried. 

The Department Secretary referred to unfinished business of Con- 
vention, one item of which was the election of Delegates and Alternates to 
the National Convention. Voted on motion of Mrs. Walker, seconded by 
Mrs. DeBettencourt, that the Department Council be authorized to elect 
these delegates, providing names are sent to the Department President. 

There being no further business appearing, upon _a motion made by 
Mrs. DeBettencourt, seconded by all, it was voted that the Council 
adjourn. 


Adjourned at 11:45 P.M. 
Attest: Berroa W. WaLKER, 


Secretary 


Second Council Meeting 
WattHaM, Mass., Juty 26, 1950 


The Council of the Department of Massachusetts Woman’s Relief 
Corps was called to order at 2:15 P.M. by the Department President, 
Mrs. Florence M. Bruce. 

The meeting was opened by a prayer by the Department Chaplain, 
Mrs. Alice Hatch, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Roll call found all officers present with the exception of the Depart- 
ment Junior Vice-President, Mrs. Mary C. DeBettencourt, Director of 
Junior Clubs, Mrs. Hattie L. Kean; Chairman of the Executive Board, 
Mrs. Hazel C. Willard and Mrs. Ethel Crafts, fourth member of the 
Executive Board. 

By invitation of the Department President, Mrs. Ella F. Long and 
Mrs. “George A. Hines, Past Department Presidents were present, also 
Mrs. Effie Comstock, Chairman of the Headquarters Aides. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

Communication from Mrs. Coolidge Peverley, Manager of the Hotel 
Kimball, Springfield, wanting us to know how much pleasure and_priv- 
ilege it was entertaining the Department of Massachusetts Woman’s Re- 
lief Corps in Springfield during 1949 and 1950 and will be looking for- 


ward to having our organization in 1952. 
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From Frederica Lawrence, thanking us for our generous check of 
$100.00 on application for a partial scholarship to Art School, stating it 
would be a great help in her studies this fall. 

From Massachusetts Department Ladies of the Grand Army, asking 
us to have a table at their Fair to be held October 28 at the Hotel 
Manger. 

Upon a motion made by Mrs. Lambert, seconded by Mrs. Howard, 
it was voted — to grant their request. 

Upon a motion made by Mrs. Walker, seconded by Mrs. Bowen, it 
was voted — to ask the Allied Orders to have a table at our Fair to be 
held in November. 

A motion was made by Mrs. Crocker, seconded by several that all 
matters concerning the National Convention be left in charge of the 
Department President. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Mrs. Burke, seconded by Mrs. Heintz, that the 
drawing of the $20.00 to be held over until the Fair, owing to the fact 
that so many cards had not been returned. Motion carried. 

Upon a motion made by Mrs. Heintz seconded by all, it was voted — 
that a vote of thanks be given Mrs. Bruce for a gift of $20.00, to be 
drawn by subscription cards. 

A motion was made by Mrs. Burke, seconded by several, that Mrs. 
Crocker, Past Department President, be given $25.00 for her help in 
compiling the Journal. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Mrs. Burke, seconded by all, that greeting cards 
be sent to all absent Past Department Presidents. 

After remarks by Mrs. Ella F. Long and Mrs. George Hinea, Past De- 
artment Presidents, it was voted on motion of Mrs. Crocker, seconded 
y all, that we adjourn. 

Council adjourned at 2:45 P.M. 

Attest: BertHa W. WaLKER, 
Department Secretary. 


Minutes of Third Meeting of Department Council 
Boston, Mass., Marcu 16, 1951 


The third meeting of the Department Council was called to order by 
the Department President, Mrs. Florence M. Bruce, at 10:30 A.M. 

All the members were present with the exception of Mrs. Lambert, 
Department Inspector and Mrs. Annie B. Howard, Department Counselor. 

By invitation of the Department President, Mrs. Annie Poole Atwood, 
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Past National President; Mrs. Ella F. Long, Mrs. Mabelle H. Smith and 
Mrs. Lucille V. Rand, Past Department Presidents, were present. 

Prayer by Alice Hatch, Department Chaplain, followed by the P. 
of Allegiance to the Flag. ; : aa ie estas 

Record of the last meeting was read and approved. 

One of our Corps, feeling that it might be necessary, (for sufficient 
reasons) to surrender their Charter in the near future, and in that case 
asked permission to retain their Charter to be placed in the Memorial Hall 
beside the Charter of their Post. : 

Upon a motion made by Mrs. Heintz, Department Senior Aide, sec- 
onded by Mrs. Bowen, member of the Department Executive Board, that 
we grant the request of the Corps. Motion carried. 

Upon a motion made by Mrs. Walker, seconded by Mrs. Bowen, it 
was voted to entertain the National Officers who may attend the Depart- 
ment Convention. 

A motion made by Mrs. Crocker, Department Field Officer, seconded 
by Mrs. Burke, Department Treasurer, that the usual gift be presented 
to the National President when she visits our Convention. Motion carried. 

Upon a motion by Mrs. Walker, seconded by Mrs. Bowen, it was voted 
that all future arrangements for the Convention be left in the hands of 
the Department President. 

Interesting remarks by Mrs. Annie Poole Atwood, Mrs. Mabelle H. 
Smith, Mrs. Ella F. Longand, Mrs. Lucille V. Rand, Past Department 
Presidents, each expressing their pleasure of meeting with us and wish- 


ing for the Department President a most harmonious and constructive 


Convention. 

Thanks were extended the Department President by her appointed 
officers for the honor conferred and for courtesies rendered. 

Mrs. Bruce, Department President, expressed her appreciation to the 
that her year has been a very happy one. 

Voted on motion of Mrs. Walker, seconded by Mrs. Sherman, that the 


Council adjourn. 
Adjourned at 11:45 o'clock. 


Attest: Berta W. WALKER, 
Secretary 
Mrs. Pearl Bowen, Corps 14, newly elected Board member was pre- 
sented a Bouquet by Ethel Watkins, Corps 14, from the Springfield dele- 
gation at Convention. 
Mrs. Ethel Crafts, Corps 42, newly elected Board member, was pre- 
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sented a bouquet by Sadie Downer, Corps 42, from friends from her Corps. 

Mrs. Dorothy Morris, Corps 59, newly elected Department Junior Vice 
President, was presented a bouquet by Marion Barry, Corps 59, from her 
Corps members and friends. 

Mrs. Blanche Roote, Corps 155, newly elected Department Senior 
Vice-President, was presented a bouquet by Dora Marr, President of 
Corps 155, from her Corps and friends. 

Mrs. Roote then thanked Mrs. Lucille V. Rand for her endorsement 
and effort in her advancing in Department and presented her a bouquet. 
All the ladies thanked their donors graciously. 

Department President, Mrs. Bruce, thanked Past Department Presi- 
dent Mrs. Howard and Mrs. Lambert for sponsoring her, Mrs. Howard 
stated that she was proud of the fine Convention conducted by Mrs. 
Bruce. Mrs. Lambert said also, she was happy to be her sponsor an made 
a motion that a rising vote of thanks be given Mrs. Bruce for the splendid 
Convention she conducted. Motion carried. 

Department President Mrs. Bruce thanked the Convention and said 
she hoped everyone would go home thinking more kindly of her. 

Department Treasurer Annette Burke announced that she had the 
Journals and the price was $1.00 and asked all to come to the desk and 
get theirs. 

Motion by Mabel Lambert, Past Department President, that the mo- 
tion on the price of the Journal be rescinded, seconded by several. Un- 
der discussion Mrs. Martin, Past Department President, said that $1.00, 
the price of the Journal, does not go far toward the price of paper for 
printing, and the price of the Journal should not be lowered. Motion 
lost. 

Mrs. Doris Collins, Corps 108, newly elected Board Chairman, was 
presented a Corsage by Belle Whitmarsh, Corps 103, from members of 
Corps 103. Mrs. Collins thanked her. 

Mrs. Mabel Sherman, Corps 22, newly elected Board member, was 
presented with an invitation out to dinner, by Mabel Lawrence, Corps 22. 
Mrs. Sherman thanked her and said she would accept it and knew she 
would enjoy it. 

Chairman of Delegates and Alternates to National Convention, Mary 
C. DeBettencourt, announced Emma Snowden, Corps 126, Delegate-at- 
Large and Nellie Anderson, Corps 11, Alternate-at-large. The list of other 
delegates were all confirmed and accepted. 

A motion by Nellie Anderson, Corps 11, seconded by several that the 
list of delegates be accepted collectively. Motion carried. 
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Mrs. DeBettencourt, Department President-elect announced that in- 
stallation would be held at the close of the session, and her day at Head- 
quarters would be Wednesday. 

A motion by Bertha Walker, seconded by several that the janitor be 
given $10.00 from the Convention. Motion carried. 

Flora Chapin, Past Department President, Corps 11, made a motion 
to have the Convention endorse the nomination for Lucille V. Rand for 
National President, it was seconded by Blanche Roote, Corps 155. Con- 
vention voted unanimously to endorse the nomination, Mrs. Kand thanked 
the Convention for her endorsement. : 

Mrs. Eula Nelson, National President, Woman’s Relief Corps, Auxiliary 
to the Grand Army of the Republic, go on record as opposing the dis- 
missal of General Douglas MacArthur at this critical time. 

Resolved that the Department of Massachusetts, Women’s Relief Corps, 
Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic, in convention assembled, 
reaffirm its belief in the principles of Universal Military Training and 
urge the Congress to enact legislation embodying these principles. 

Whereas, The United States joined the United Nations Organization 
as a sovereign nation, and ‘ 

Whereas, the Flag of the United States of America is the national 
symbol of United States’ sovereignty, and the United States had a Flag 
Code for military and civilian usage, and 7 

Whereas, the Flag of the United States is the only Flag to which we 
pledge an Oath of Allegiance, therefore be it 

Resolved, That the Department of Massachusetts, Woman’s Relief 
Corps, Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic, publicize these 
basic facts and remind our citizens and our Congress that only by a 
Constitutional Amendment can Congress be authorized to change, cur- 
tail, interfere with or add to our Flag code, its ritual and the Oath of 
Allegiance we pledge to Old Glory as the symbol of our National Sov- 
ereignty, and be it further 

Resolved, that to prevent confusion in our schools and public buildings 
the Department of Massachusetts, Woman’s Relief Corps, Auxiliary to 
the Grand Army of the Republic, urge that the flving of the United’ Na- 
tions Flag be avoided except at the Headquarters Buildings of the United 
Nations in New York. 

Secretary Bertha Walker made a motion that any unfinished business 
be taken care of at the Council Meeting, motion seconded by several and 
carried. ° 
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INSTALLATION 
National President, Mrs. Eula Nelson, was installing officer, Depart: 
ment President of New Hampshire, Mrs. Adriene Judkins, Chaplain. 
These officers were installed: 


President—Mary C. DeBettencourt. 
Senior Vice President—Blanche Roote. 
Junior Vice President—Dorothy Morris. 
Secretary—Bertha W. Walker. 
Treasurer—Annette Burke. 
Chaplain—Iva Nash. 
Inspector—Gladys Robidoux. 
Counsellor—Florence M. Bruce. 
Field Officer—Alice Hatch. 
Patriotic Instructor—Alice Cleveland. 
Press Correspondent—Hazel Willard. 
Senior Aide—Bertha Graham. 
Director of Junior Clubs—Flora Jacobs. 
Executive Board— 

Doris Collins, Chairman 

Mabel Sherman 

Ethel C. Crafts 

Lois E. Howard 

Pearl Bowen 

UNOFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 


Banquet and Reception 


The Banquet and Reception was given in memory of the Department 
of Massachusetts, Grand Army of the Republic, and was held in the Ball- 
room of the Hotel Kenmore on Monday evening. 

The guest table was prettily decorated with cut flowers and favors. 
At the close of the Banquet, Mrs. Florence Bruce, Department President, 
extended a cordial welcome to all guests and members present and then 
introduced the National President, Mrs. Eula Nelson, who read to us the 
Radio Broadcast she had recently presented. Mrs. Atwood was _pre- 
sented; she wished the new officers success and hoped we would all be 
together a year from now, in Worcester; Mrs. Laura I. Smith was intro- 
duced and spoke briefly. 
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National Junior Vice President, Mrs. Grace Watson of Rhode Island, 
was presented and just took a bow. Mrs. Adriene Judkins, Department 
President of New Hampshire; Mrs. Rena Wade, Department President 
of Rhode Island; Department President of the American Legion Auxiliary, 
Department President of the Gold Star Mothers, Department President 
of the United American Veterans, Helen Connoly, were presented and all 
responded briefly. Mrs. Bruce then presented her official family who 
took a bow, she also called on her husband to “just take a bow”. 

Department President Mrs. Bruce announced that the Apple Parade, 
her project for the year, would take. place, with Mrs. Graham, chairman, 
leading. Mrs. Graham was very prettily dressed in an apple costume 
carrying a basket of apples and a parasol. There were many novel cos- 
tumes in the parade, one real old-fashioned lady dressed in black with 
shawl and veil, she sang and read poetry, she was completely disguised 
but later let the assembly know who she was, she was Annie Gaddis of 
Corps 126. Dancing followed until a late hour. 


Public Reception and Presentation of Flags 


The Annual Campfire of the Department of Massachusetts, Woman's 
Relief Corps, Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic, was held in 
the Ballroom of the Hotel Kenmore, Boston, Massachusetts. 


Officials and honored guests were escorted to the platform by the 
Reception Committee, led by Department President Florence M. Bruce 
and Department Senior Aide, Veronica B. Heintz. 

_ The Department President was introduced by Department Senior 
Aide Veronica B. Heintz. Mrs. Bruce extended a cordial welcome to all 
assembled and said she was pleased to see so many attending. Mrs. 
Bruce then presented her official family and Mrs. Mary DeBettencoutt. 
President elect. : ° : 

A representative of the Governor was pres och é i i 
Bernard, Secretary to the Mayor, spoke ee Svea veleb 

Past Commander Harold Drown brought the 
mander in Chief of the Sons of Union Veterans. 

Sixty-seven Flags were presented. Miss Eleanor Dunle’ 
Mrs. Bruce with a large American Parade fl 
Mrs. Bruce then presented it to the Battle 
DeMolay of Lexington and re 


greetings from Com- 


] avy presented 
ag from the Department Aides. 
Green Chapter, of the order of 
quested that her husband accept it. 

FLAGS PRESENTED AT 1951 CONVENTION 


To el Sibley Corps 159, East Douglas, by Department Patriotic 
Aides. 


To St. Denis Church, East Douglas, by Department Patriotic Aides. 
To Grace Memorial Church, North Wilbraham, by Corps 76, Palmer. 
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To Memorial Town Hall, Welfare Room, by Corps 145, Monson. 

To Memorial Town Hall Annex, Inquiry Room, by Corps 145, Monson. 

To Explorer Scouts, by Corps 145, Monson. 

To Quaboag Vorture 40 and 8, by Corps 145, Monson. 

To Grace Episcopal Sunday School, by Corps 5, Medford. 

To St. Anns Parish, Peabody, by Corps 88, Boston. 

To Massachusetts Junior Division, Order of Sons of Italy, by Corps 88, 
Boston. , 

To Ipswich High School, in memory of the boys and girls that served in 
all Wars, and attended that School, by Corps 42, Ipswich. 

To Oak Bluffs Elementary School, by Corps 134, Oak Bluffs. 

To Paul Revere School, by Corps 126, Revere, 4 Flags. 

To Paul Revere School, by George Washington Junior Club, Revere, 1 
Flag. 

To Jewish Community Center, Troop No. 58 Boy Scouts, by Corps 25, 
Waltham, 1 Flag. 

To St. Marys Church, Troop 65, Boy Scouts, by Corps 25, Waltham, 1 
Flag. 

To Whittemore School, by Corps 25, Waltham, 12 Flags. 

To St. Judes Church, by Corps 25, Waltham, 1 Flag. 

To Veterans of Foreign Wars, by Corps 25, Waltham, 1 Flag. 

To Banks School, by Corps 25, Waltham, 6 Flags. 5 ee 

To First Baptist Church, Troop No. 58, Boy Scouts, by Corps 25, Wal- 
tham, 1 Flag. 

To South Junior High School, by Corps 25, Waltham, 2 Flags. 

To Upton Elementary School, by Corps 105, Upton, 6 Flags. 

To Plympton School, by Corps 25, Waltham, 4 Flags. 

To Corps 84, Woburn, 5 Flags. 

To Watertown Schools, 10 Flags. 

There were selections from the Barber Shop Quartet, also the DeMolay 

Drill Team put on an exhibition. 


In Memory of = 


Mrs. RK. May Guynt 


Past Department President of the Woman's Rel 
A member of 


Wm. A. Streeter Relief Corps No. 45 Attleboro, 


ief Cop, 


' “Mtiting) 
time and strength, not only to the Relief Corps, but the Gran . 
of the Republic as well. She filled many offices i nd tm 


s 
President of Corps No. 45, in 1929 ad tis atte 


President, in 1939, serving both faithfully ‘ia «, attmens 


She passed to the Great Beyond on August 5, 1950, Well, 


buried on her Birthday August 7, 1950, 


A life well spent, is at rest, 


Wa 


) 
i 


Mrs. R. May Guyor 
Past Department President 


Died August 5, 1950 


In Memoriam 


| Ghendore A. Penland 


The last Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic, passed 


away September 13, 1950 at Barnes Veterans’ Hospital in 
Vancouver, Washington at the age of 101. 

Born in Goshen, Indiana, January 23, 1849, he enlisted at the age 
of 16 in Company A, 152nd Indiana Infantry, being mustered 
out of service August 2, 1865. 

He held several offices in the National and was elected 
Commander-in-Chief in 1948, presiding at the 
Final Encampment in Indianapolis, 

Indiana in 1949. 

A true and loyal friend of the Woman's Relief Corps, he is with 
the Comrades of 61 to 65. 

“Safe in the arms of Jesus, 
Safe on His gentle breast, 
There by His love o’ershadowed 


Sweetly their souls shail rest.” 


THEODORE A. PENLAND, Commander-in-Chief 
The Grand Army of the Republic 
1949 1950 


